Denmead Infant School
“Happy Together, growing together, aiming high and
Every day is a learning adventure!”
Governors Annual Report 2019-20
Well, what a year we have just had! Who would have believed
in September 2019 that we would have had to shut the
school in March 2020?
From September to March the Governing Body met 6 times,
including a joint training for us all. School life was carrying on as
normal as we welcomed all the new Year R children
into the fold of Denmead Infant School.
Governors were regularly visiting the school holding monitoring
visits and meeting relevant staff members for the area of the
curriculum that they cover. We learnt about new learning
journeys in subjects such as History and Geography that are
being rolled out across the curriculum, making learning an even
more exciting journey. We also look at assessment data. We
check Health and Safety in school and
Safeguarding, as well as the learning data of all pupils including
those with additional needs.
Governor training continues and face to face has now been
changed to virtual training, so the growth of the
governing body in their roles continues.
Then March came and Lockdown arrived. What a whirlwind of
time and planning that had now to be put into place.
The Governors kept in constant touch with the Head Teacher
and her team to find out the plans being put in place to ensure
learning could continue in these somewhat strange times.

Keyworker bubbles were set up for keyworkers’ children and Home Learning was
produced to an excellent standard. Our thanks must go to all the staff, even those that had
to shield, for their dedication and perseverance under such difficult conditions. Then came
June 1st and the chance to have Year R back into school in small bubbles. What an
opportunity to help those children back on track, but so much work for staff, Leadership
team and the cleaners to ensure all the pupils were safe.
We were sad that we could not get Years 1 and 2 back into school.
Throughout this time the Governing Body has continued to meet virtually each month and
we have received continual updates as to how the school could now operate by regular
liaison with the Head teacher. Although we could not do monitoring visits we could speak to
staff and ensure our statutory duties were carried out. We also kept a watchful eye on the
school finance as these were unknown times.
We have received copies of the home learning and been delighted at the variety of the
learning and the enthusiasm with which it was received by the parents.
In July we welcomed two new Governors but sadly said goodbye to Andy Burton who
relinquished his post as Chair of Governors and we thank him for all he has done to support
the Governing Body over the past few years.

I think the school superheroes should apply to all staff who have been trying to keep the
learning going during unprecedented times. The Leadership team has jumped through many
hoops to ensure children were safe and so too did the staff, whilst following the everchanging Government Guidelines. The school superheroes must surely apply to the whole
school both pupils and staff as we have watched them all be:
Lady Fearless , Captain Creative, Rosie Resilient, Teamwork Twins and Mr I.

We look forward to 2020-21 being the new normal with all the pupils in school
and enjoying their learning journey.

Kathy M Davis
Chair of Governors
(More information on the Governing Body is available on the school website.)

